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Memo to: Fomer Members of the 4224 Inf:
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Inf weat into combat in
the Sﬂhnee—gwaPW _ 13 On 16 December, the
regiment was hit bf the German A rsive, and was. quickly
cut off. Several secuvars of thne glmental 7Zore rerelved heavy artilléry fire
and¢ ground attacks, all of which were repulsed. Co "L" and CN Co counter-
attacked towards AUl on-the aiternoen of 16 December znd rreventsd Ui
Regimental CP, AT, Co and Cn Co areas from being overrun. On the nigh
17 Decernber, the 2d Ba was swpng around facing north, o meet a threat
strong enemy forﬂes which had outflanked us. On 18 December, ord
Gu)fﬁm;hv in con
the [250 Tt ]
CH the ocho
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rs directed the 422d In
broy enemy feorces at

4 and clear the shen
upply route. Meanwhil
icirity of St Vith

Hutq ed by tanks and

the Bn was cut of‘ “iﬁ capb! 3d Bns continued the

abback towards Schonblrg armd came und ; rom several Lypes of
weapons of a large enem” antiaircrafs Uﬂlt, wL@*? inilicted heavy casualties

and knocked out a number of our mortars and maciine guns. The 423d Inf on our
left had sustaired heavy casualties, was badly disorganized, and later was
almost entirely captired or surrendered. In the afternoon of 19 Decenber,
having had no re-supply of food or ammunitiocn, or evacuation of casualties

for the past four days, Colcnel Descheneaux decided to surrerder that part of
the regiment. Parts of the 1st Ba, Co "G", Co "H", and men from other units
found their way to the Regimental Motor Park, and he d out until 21 December.
Co "L" escaped almost intact through the German encirclement, and moved west,
but ran into enemy positions on the night of 20 December, and were captured
after sustaining many casualties. The majority of the vehicles and personnel
of Regt Hg Co, £7 Co and Cn Co, which had remained in the assembly area, tried
o force a way out to the west, bubt ran intoc mine fislds and artiliery fire

and were captured or surrendered. All of the regiment was killed or captured
except 9 officers and about 70 men. The regiment was re-constituted in France
on 10 April 1945, and hes Ssinecs rejoined the 106th Divisicn.

3. Events after Caofuwc. Most of tthe TOE_ELﬁt was ‘marched about 50
m to Gerolstein ard from there was marched or moved by bnx car further into
Germany. A large part of the officers and men went to Bad Cro. Others were ,
scatbtered throughout Gérman POW Camps. A number of officers rcached Poland, from
iitch they made a winter march of several hundred kilometers, _Lnally arriving
2t Hammelburg, where the officers from Bnd Orb meanwhile hzd been moved. The
Uammelburg Camp was liberated by a raiding force from the ith Armored Division
on 24 Aarch but most of those liberated were recaptlired before they could rcach
“he American lines, and were marched back into Gemnany, finally being liberated
.t Moosburg ard other places in the Munich area about the last of April. Bad
Orb and other camps were also liberated in April and returned via Camp Lucky
Strike or through hospitals. A few officers.ard men were liberated in Bastern

&

Germany by the Russians and evaCuatad via Russia. Manv'memberq wer kll ed or

died whﬂg Prisoners of War. (95 /: “ /ZM“( Y1
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"Fitzsimmons General Hosrpix
- Denver, Colorado
Reference 52-2 A 20 iugmst 1945
Members of the 4223 Inf Regt: '

The war in which we took such a brief : tragic p is oy Most of us
were fortunate enough to have returned te our i Tlme will dim
but never entirsly erase the memory of our +«vag experiences. I have found, “Tr

through conversations with wany former members of ~ur reglment confined in thls
hospital, that information as to our mission and the umstances leading to our
capture are not P“lly known, BEvents happened =o d under such difficult
circumstances that it is understandable why such id not reach every-
one, I hopes that this bullet sirable situation,

1is bulletin will serve to cla

£ 8
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we had to move across couatry. 1 was separated from you not long after capture,
and with few exceptions sesn pone of ¥ ine: It was only afier my
her pond

men of the various

ack, ¥We ran
v.all diree
. t tke

sstion became thet

()
\jl
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T er
of 1ife and further suffering was nothing
do ang T know that opiaion is shared by every one of you,.

ty sincere desire,
nerds which so many
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Hﬂt many desers
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rated as a Combat R
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st of luck, ard vhatever course your lives may take

v J
in the fubute. I thank weu zll “JQm the bottom of my heart for having made it
possible for me to bz as proud of his officers, men, and regiment

Kedin

524

: as any commander
ever could bhe.

J”hZYZﬁ”K3 JR.

5, Promotions: All officers and EM who were POW's receive en interview &t
. Redistribution Station or hospital, which is cot 7 5 gpscinl bonrd of
'Pflc‘rg in Vashington, to make promotion in cases of G sarvice, position
held and other factors indicate : : have been promoted had

they not heen captured, A lctte s board, giving details
»f the situation which existed : iing ;ﬁfﬁrmation calcu-
tlated to effect promotion of. thc o e i g cases, - W,D, Cipeular
Yo, 185, dated 21 June 1945, provides for restorati ade under certain con-
ditions, of non-commissioned officers who were reduced vl out prejudice-becausc
%%%%&%Mb:;.guvgum wers—avattabtes DJC”W mmf;m‘]’:"mf (S e
6. Coumbat Infantryman and Msdical Badges: The officers and men who were
present with the regiment when the German counter-offensive bcgﬂﬁ on 16 Dccember
1944 were avarded the Combat Infantryman Badge, retroactive to 16 December 1944

2



334 ject: Combat Infantryman
Adquu::t upn*raT‘s Of‘?lcc "ashwngton, D. C. Medical Badges were amardced
mechers of the Medicel DCuﬁchment, but I do not have the order number avail-
e Jf you have not rceeived vour Badge, see your unit commander or wrlt to
‘e &djutant General, Washington 25, D. C. = =

4 ggig_éwafds: @ll mbers of the 422d Inf. who were PO“'s are Qn,//
titled to wear two bronze stars, o for the Rhineland Campaign and one Tor the
irdennes Campaign, Any member who JOLH 2d American forces aﬁé—sngageé—&n—ecnbnt
1fter escape or liberaticn, as did a number of those who vere liberated at
jammelburg, is entitled also to a bronze star for the campaign of Central ﬁﬁﬂ&&m¢~ilﬂ47£;

8, Individual Awards and Decorations: T have hcard meny accounts of
~nlendid performanccs by members of our regiment, lnCLUd ng some who were killed,
“ome of thesc have Been recomsended for arards, but most cascs will ncver recelve
the rec@gnltlon they deserve unless persons vho have knowledge of the facts will
woke suitable statements on which to base rscommendations, If you are not equipped

- .9 prepare the recommendation vourself, I =ill undertzke to prepare and forward an

- spropriatz recomrmendation for any individual actien for vhich yeu wiil furnish me
the essential information, A sworanstatement is required (offlcers only may make
a certificate), stating the facts in your ovn words.. Be sure tc include thc name
of the person to be reccormended, the location, date, time, weather, visibility,
casualties, naturc of thc terrain, enemy activity and location, the effect of the
leed, and any othcr information which will serve to give 2 true picture of the
;ction, - Submit statements in triplicate, and either give me the name of another
sitness, or say in your statement that you were the ouly known witness, as state-
ients fror tro =itnesses are normally required, in ordcr to support the letier of
:ecomrendation, If you kmow of cases deserving of avards, éle“se prepare your

z E
zcommrendations. or submit the necesszry statements to t delay. Address
t Route #4, Raleigh,

: it
—,atcm—n*s to Lt Col. Joseph 0, Hatthews, Jr.. Western
sorth Carolina, R f 52 3
9, It is estimsted that the 422d Inf sustained casualties of approxi-
cately 100 killed and 750 wounded, including deaths and injuries sustained after
capture. The following list of those killed is not complete, but is the most

,ccurate available at this time;

;u Col Thomas Kent, Hq lst Bn Pfc George A. Anderson, Co C
‘apt ¥Wm H Perkins, Co M Pfc Carl A. Aylesworth, Co H
— a@£>é&11uﬂ Hene, Medics 2 PP Saul Bard Cofe e T o
Lt John hwgggéi_g.gf Hg Co Pfc Murray Brenner, Co E g
st n-B Brice, Co B Pfc Rert E. Butler, Co H
st Lt Emmit I Harman, Jr,Co H Pfc Wm J. Cannon, Co B
st Lt Clifford F Blacke, Medics Pfe 11 Cohen, Co T
ist Lt Richard G. Diamon, Medics Pfc louis A. Croce, Hg 20 Bn
let Lt Norman A. Engle, Co X Pfec Charles G. Frair, Co B
St Lt Thorold J.-B. Sharitz, Co B Pfc Sheldon N. Frenklin, Hg 3d Bn
st Bt K=rl Tuck, Co A Pvt Norvel E. Ingle, Medics
1st Lt Leon Kastenbaum, €% Co Pfc Charles A Lubke, Regt Hg Co
2d Lt Bernard M. Christensen, Co L Pfc William B. Kempf, Co K
2d Lt George E Hammend, Co H : Bfe Don S: Binwer ~Co |
1st Sgt Douglas J. Reichenau, AT Co Pfc Ravid S. Mueller, Co M
T Sgt Samuel F, Baxter, Co H Pfc .‘N __Porter, Hg 1st Bn
PeBSgtrJades~E. Melton, Co M Pfe T Obﬁru, Co H
3 Sgt Laverne E. Borreson, Co M Plc S. Rosen, Co F
S Sgt Raymond F Jones, Co H Pfc Hzyden Seymour, Co G
S Sgt Robert J. King, Co M Pfe Duane P. Co L
S Sgt George E. Thomas, SvCo ‘ Pfc Harry H. "eissinger, Co G
" L Patrick V. Thomas, Regt Hg Co Pfc Fsrl F. Ballew, Medics
S Sgt Paul Wanamsker, Hg 34 Bu Pfc Robert . Wilson, Co H
Sgt Steve J. Koscak, Co 3 T L Rebert J. Burns, Hg 3d Bn
3gt Thomas V. Ahlberg, Co G ; Pvt Antonio Carraturo, Hg-2d Ba
sgt Claude E. Brown, Co H : Pvt Charles H. Clark, Regt Hqg Co
3gt Charles L. Rizzoli, CO H Pfc Von W. Gordon, Co E
 Tec 5 Harry Washer, Co G Pvt .Philip F. Creenspan, Co A
Pvt Charles P. Gulios, Co E Pvt Milton Rothman, Co B
Pvt John J. Heagney, Co B : Pvt Donald 5. Rowe, Co F

et NpE L Lo L T B assel v T Pvt -John V. Thomas, Hg 24 Bn



Pvt Philip F. CGreenspan, Co A

eemsass . Gulios, Co E Pvt Milton Rothman, Co B

> John J. Heagney, Co B : Pvt Donald 5. Rowe, GCo F

» Nicholas J. LoSavio, Co B v Pvt -John . Thomas, Hg 2d Bn

. Anthony H. Pandini, Co L Pvt John P, Viborka, Co B

i Farl D. Pierce, Reg Hg Co u Pvt John B. Wharton, Co G
John J. Rogosienski, Co D Pvt Creslow P. Zguzenski, Co F

Leonard Golardi, Co M -
~ Reference 52-4




10, Conclusion.

the tributes paid to our ~ Division by the Secretary of Var, General Eizenhower,

amd other high commenders, nor to bring you many warm expressions of pride and
come to me om officers and men of

appreciation of their CO':\I‘adOs which have
oup regiment. I am equally proud to nave been a member of the 422d Inf and to
have served in combat with such ne Those vho gave their lives will be re-
mempbered with deepest.respect and revelcn\,e. Both for myself and for the many
who would welcome the opportunity, I wish you the best of luck in a1l things,

3
Ky

wherever you may be.

Sincerely,

b

X
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I regret that space does not permlt me to reprint s

(Fbrme rlv Regt Excc OFff, h2



