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108TH FIRST TO WIT |
" BACK AFTER m'Agx

! _ 18-ye
olds, was activated under War ;ﬂo-
| partment orders issued Nov. m,
1942, It became a new World war
1T division. Both the 30th and BBrdn
| Divisions which had trained -
Atterbury were ro-u:uvdhd
World war I divisions.
The 1oeu. was formed at l"ort '

Jackson, 8.C., on March 15, 1843,
under the command of Maj. Gen.
William H. Simpson, then of the
Twelfth Service command. i
After early training at Fort
Jackson, the 106th moved to At-'
[terbury in March, 1844, The Lion’s’
‘men rolled into Atterbury in their
‘own trucks and other transports,
|fAlling local roads with' streams of
mllitu-y vehicles. l
When the 106th moved inte !h.
Hoosier camp, two-thirds of them
were 22 years ol or younger. !
Three-fourths of them had t
reached, their 26th bdrthd-.y.
At -Atterbury the. 106th’'s “young-
sters” were augmented by 1.157
men from specialist schools.: A
number of these men had tpen
transferred to the Infantry from
officer college training and other.
special training units. i
Becomes ‘Mystery Unit’ ' |
The slogan of the young division,
as revealed last March at After-
bury, was to “make history.” |Be-
ing the first outfit to meet the full!
strength of the German t
|offensive and becoming a “mystery
unit” following German propagan-
.!da repo: that it had been
smashed,  the 106th ‘already has!'
lived up td its slogan and will go
down in military history as play-
ing a major role in the battle of |
the Belgian bulge. |
Maj. Gen. Alan W. Jong;. who
resided in Columbus with Mrs.
Jones, was commanding ‘g al
of the 106th Division while i
at Camp Atterbury.
Congressman Charles A. 'HIEOCK
. |sald the boys had - undergone
“something close to a literal hell.”
“They were nearly six weeks
|| without a| bed to sleep in or a
| |bath,” he | said. “They are the
cream of the erop. They're ehzlm-
.| pionship stuff.”
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