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BULGE BATTLE-
PROUD CHAPTER
INU. S, HISTORY

Gl Courage Routs Hitler K

Bid for Victory

(This is the third of a sorles of
ibune cor

fivo storios by Tribune

tvm nrlamlnl the n.'al Amvrleun
vigns of World 1.

Europes In tt, Williams Srmnl. whu ¢

was at the Ardennes front,
His apic account of the Battls of the
Bulge, where Yank courago in the
faca of tremendous odds smashed!
Hitler's legions.)

BY WILLIAM STRAND
{gemmitt 147: 220 ChicsoTtbse)
The allied winter offensive was|
e:uclly one month old when the,
German line burst $nto flame along|
a 70 mile front southeast of Aachen
on m-e 16, 3944, The thunder ot
German artillery that cold Decom|
her dly and the roar of advancing
enemy tank columns heralded the
start of the Battle of the Ardennes.

The battle ended a month later
with Hitler's leglons in full retreat|
closely pursued by American Infan|
1ry and pounded by the steady sledge
‘hammer blows of American artillery|
and war plancs.

The events of those four fateful
weeks constitute one of the proudest

in the lore of American valor.
Many Deeds of Herofsm

In the snow swept woodlands of|

southeastern Belgium deeds of ex.

fen
Tiger tanks with hend grenades and
rifles. Foot soldlers, refusing tof o
yield ground, stayed In thelr fox|o
holes and fought until enemy tanks
rolled over them.

Scores of islands of resistance in|

Division of Forces in Baiile of Bl!,l‘ge

and 12th SS spearheads joined just|

mm!n lV ll "
RTILLER]

AY FIRE,
| vow llliﬂtl‘ﬂr BEGINS
-{ QERMAN COUNTER-ATTA

m: COLUMN

i
S

east of St. Vith and formed a single|
wide, in_ the heart of the

as fast as he could move them along| vanced
the highways. The next day the 1st|However, the device fajled to work,

wedge, 12 miles deep and 20 miles|the {ront lines began, th

unseen thru the shadows.

Two Divislons Swarm Thru
Five minutes atter the sheling ot
e Germans|

front.
Allled Intelligence Fails

was Incremsingly. n]lln in those
first terrible h e one
. erved; hat the Getmand. ability

mated. Aied Inteliigence had failed|
to datect the extent of the eriemy/
putldap in the Ardennes: | falled ¢

evaluate the possiblli faed
to deduce the prnb-bn “point of a

On the day before Von Rundstedt|
began to”move, allied lntelligence
mlw l:lrded the names of only five
rn-out German dlvisions in the
<nemy line from Monschau to Trier
This was due In part, of course, to
the weather and our {nability to' ob-
serve enemy troop movements.
here were other reasans wh the
inemy won an early si In the|
Arﬂemux‘ Allled m“l. from the
field to the high command, were
offensive-minded and had grown

careless in such ordinary military|

cies and otherwise planning a com-
plete defensive system.

Freot Defenses Feverlshly
A marked contrast became ap-
parent as soon as the German of-
fensive everish
for defense In depth

Arcas of assault and the components of the American defense force:
rman lbulge which started Dec. 16, 1944, and Jasted for a month.

were started immediately all alon,

the front the first day and continued!
until commanders were certain the
drive had been stopped.

The Germans had roalized that
the loss of the Roer river dams was

mercly a question of time. They

[Roer and the Meuse, followed by

tanks wero being rushed forward to|
meet.

Drlm 62 Biles Into Belgium
Von Rundstedt's lunge carried his|

Y larmored spearheads 60 miles into|

Belgium and only five mllnc from|
the French frontier. It ced |
n the famed Munsehln lhn\l\del‘
lnd on the Stoumont-Malmedy line;
it was split at

German armor was destroyed by the|

copted the theory of a static de-|

fens: e showed|

based on the

theory that a strong counter-attack|

was the strongest defense of al
Six Allied Armles on Line

n Rundstedt prepared f

served to mask the start of the Ger-
|man invasion of France and the|
[Léw Countries tn 1240,

cks with Thre
Thru the Mls covercd by ever,
greens the German commander

ucled his columns of Am\or and|
nits.

ical stages of the

By threatening e fank of our]
Roer river posl
also schemed to force Gen, Eisen-
hower to shift the weight of his
torces to the avea of penctration,

As Vo

strike, slx allied armies were

grouped along the western
roathes to Gexmany. The front had|

St Vith, and finally smashed at|beon pushed 1o the Roer river adter]
Celles in & tank battle of unbeliev-fa month of hard, steady slugging in
able fury in which the cream offwhich the daily allied gains were

measured In yards. The American|

Srainat tsemendaus sdde. Far dua onsters from Amerl
aferwara they Jived In a sickening|, The drive probably will be remern.

ripool of mud, destruction, and
death, striving to cut thelr way|
es.

point in Hitler's last gamble for vic
T

Thi
Batterod Bastards of the 10lst Amer
ican air borne division.”
Gambled on Weather
It was the 015t which sent back
the roply, * Nuts!,” to an enomy de-
mand for surrendes of the be-
Tengured garsisan,
il Al van Bundsiedt
samled on the wenther
for his surprise blow. For
Tore e Tngnched. the Battle of the
Bulge, extreme cold and lack of visl.
Dility thru fog and snow ha
both combat and observatlon planes
grounded. Thus the Nazis were able
assemble their striking force se-
cretly and hoped to complete thelr
before the over-
whelming welght of allied air power
could be brought to bear against

them.

But the allied alr forces were
there In the moment of decision.
Gen. Doolittle's 8th air force was
called upon during tho gravest pe-
viod to

a precise and
r heavy bombers,
indicating the desperation of the
American ground commanders. The

Vanden|

narrow valleys searching out
enemy columns in the murky over-
cast. Frequentl

tives while American artillery and

says:
is Bastogne, Bastion of the|Ro:

rce flew low as

s the last convulsive blow |y

erthicless, it had none of the futility|

a charge and|
it gave the allied field command
some of its worst moments of the|

he
mched Liego he mig m in
it (o destroy the American 12t
ond Sth armics pius the British 20
d Canadian Ist armics. A thrust
o Liege to Antwerp and the sea
would have bottled up these forces|
and their vast stores of weapons and
other supplies.
Employs Every Trick

In choosing the moment ta strike,
tho nazi commander took full advan

oo [tage of the military situation’ and|

once he
bag_of

he opened wide his|
tricks, using every death|
i

t|dealing device and resource at his|

8
3

and,
Paratroopers were dropped be-
hind our lines
teams of saboteurs wearing Amer-
ican. and British unitorms

more than 28 German _divisions|
were identified In the Bulge, in-
cluding 10 Panzer or Panzer Grena-
dier divisions and two crack para-
troop divisions, These
the bulk of the cnemy's strategic re.

vancing Ger: {sorves.

And finally, In a desperate bid for
victory at the ycar's end, Von Rund-| g
stedt tossed the remainder of his|y
air force on the

[mandy landing.

risking my

war, The German has

German commander had

Cepresintoq| e 30

n
swaying seales.|pucron and Schmidt. The rp:
(Gegman planes were seen in the sky|comprised the balance of the lst|®Ene:
they had not been since the Nor- army line thru the Ardenne!. whll.‘h

and 9th armies were drawn up|
simest sclidly aloug the stream,
The British and Canadians, north of|

Strack by a dying war machine, Nov-| them, were e 2t the Meuse river, Tho

was at the Saar and the American,
Tt vas acioms the German frontier
still fa
The 13t and Sth stmles were
ced with a freakish tactical prob-
lem which had brought their ad-

aeation from the rsin lows by a
|serles o( sharp eounteraltacks al
lalong.

3¢ had the th Panzer army on
nis right flank, his 5th Panzer
lin the center, and his Tth army on|
the southera fask. B
each were massed In the rear avéas.
[The welght of his blow, was aimed|
ot the Jower section of Hodges' Sth
corps and the entire Tength of the

ng pressure In the
‘Aachen sector ang in the Saar,
Predlcted Counter-Attack
In justice to the ist
mand, it should be noted that the|
oficers charged with sredictiag the

baotore Cologne ans
[possibitties of o large scale attack

on,

smash out on the Celogne plain to-

in the historic battle of the der
. |m

1
o balance at ane of the sooat crll

3
tions, Von Rundstedt(%:

anes. atention befave Dec. 18 1o e

n_ head-
quarters. By early morning of Dec.|
17 two naal alvisons wers swarm,
ing lhru the 106th's are:
oy they had swamped|
the ‘220 Ane 408 vaghiany, Whss
last brief r
celved that nnemenn, The Ameri-
cans ware ordero a and Say
Uhey a1d untl onptured o
Wedr "1 wan el stubmorn walor]
which made the first col
the disruption of the nazi time
chedule.
One German drive beating around
the 106th on the north had been
incaded toward Manderficld. At the
another column \was

£

complete on the Eifel slopes east|
of St. Vith.
That road function was vital 1

was_lett ‘o th

e combat command put up Tores
bl

Hodgos Rushes Ald

e German armor Io |Im aid of the
orely pressed g

‘The Germans' lnlhmly to liquldate
this island of American courage|
proved a serious handicap for them.
Tho 701 armored, tho virtually sur.
rounded, stood like a rock for five
days of constant battering. It was
another example of the courage that
delayed the nezi rush and, in the

which separated it rom the rest

nto & defensive oval of stabillzed
ositions thwest.
other St. Vith defenders had been
|withdrawn previously.

Nazls Drive for Liege |

imeanwhile, we after|
igger game. They by-passed St.
Vith to the north in a headlong|

jon sccondary roads, toward Spa and
Liege. The st SS he

Dned States aih corps.

The lawn barrage was fero-|
clo-u. with shells crashing down on
» forward positions at the rate of
a lour in some sec

ey admitted that the froege
place of such a blow would be of|
Von Rundstedt's choosing.

Bot tha alfiss neneved the Ar

medy, Stavelot and Stou-
[mont in the thrcoorked drive alio \
laimed at Liege. The 12th

o ks s veteran e
st divislon which was rushing south

locs. When it " litted,
ctouchiog’ in their foxholes saw the|

spot xmn \vlllch to Taunch 8 winter
he lghtly held 8th

ance to n virtun standstil in
[Decemb
[trolea by a huge system of dams
rearthe. town'af Sehmmidt, In ront
of the 1st army's left flank. Selzure
of the dams was vital before a cross-
Ing of the Roer could be attempted;
otherwise the nazis could flood the|
stream at-thelr pleasure by blowing
ms _or opening the siuico
thereby cutting off assault
troops from thelr supplies and leav-
ing them at the mercy of the
forces on the opposite banks.
Dams Heavily Defended
The. dams, which withstood aerial
e

nd specially trained [bombardmen
Tniy.|attempt to take them by storm ad
rated our “positions. Elements of>°¢h repulsed with many

IE ws. the 3ob of the 1t srmy,

ed al

signal to cross ns -soon as,

control of the river had been wrest:
3

as thinly held. This

ool the outset, 1t wes obvious ik in the allied chain which Von
a these flyers—as wuch Runastedt. chose for his

They Hecken and blasiod at the naz|to galn much. But In making “ihe

and machine decision to attack, he merely fok{strikin

ooded,
hever ac. Eifcl was the classlc ground which,

heads rumbling forward  suddenly
lout of the morning mists. They were,

ca
Adolt Hitler Panzor division strik.
ing south of St. Vith. The other,
which went north ‘of that strategic
road junction tawn, was
12th §S Hitler Jugend Panzer divi-|
sion.
Drive Déep Into GI Line
‘These were what the Germans eall
“reconnaissance in force.”

armored combat teams,

los. [expected success. The northes
umn carved a saliont 10 miles wide
ond six miles deep in the first 24
ours, one on the south had

which executed a quick

¢ pincers movement, eutting off thou

n troops the fiest|

forth of Trier, meanwhlle, local
(tacks by the 5th Panzer army had
found another saft spot in tha Amer,
ican lines in the direction of B
n
Von
re thru b hree gaps an

o
Rundstedt put on the pres.|t
d|clouds and light up

oarps Tiue, nmcnu insisted after-
wa calculated sk that|
had to e taken. As A eonsequence,
this seclor became a rest area for,
battle worn divisions or for new,
untried outfits.
the German attack b en |ws
of the green 106th . divialon, which
hed arrived in Germany only fivel
before.

They were engulfed In the nazl|
onsweep.
flame and steel wl t two of
theit three regiments along with
sopporting arillery and armor b
most at once. The remaining regl
ment, the 421th, with & few tattered

| remnants fram the 4224 an
from the stun.|shoulder of the Bulge.

rocovered quickly
ning blow and contined Santing
before St.
he ary "oF the 106t1s dlsaster
be:ln at 5:50 a. m. with the open-
ing of the tremendaus barrage
which moved with dread certalnty,
across the fields nto the artilery
mplacements.
han 100 rounds had ht squmly lm
one group ot bauteriek An e

1o'the
as-[scene when the Germans switched
iozens of searchlights, hoping
he beams would hounce off the Jow.
the American

boured his divisions Inta the Bulge

pasitions while their troops

The full fury offtac

A shattering torrent of|with a loss of

ares
‘With the Ametican 1at, which had |

its first big test whon Panzers at-
ked aL Bullingen. The divislon

was driven back but anchoved south
of Monschau witr the battle tested|
3d. At one time, the enomy drove to
within 200 yards of the 2d division
corumand oet, then was husled back

e northorn

concludingchapter of tho

[Th
rdennes campalgn will appesr’ to.

Paris Poll Shows 42 Pct.
Expect War in 25 Years

[Chlcago Tribune Press Seevice]
PARIS, Jan. 18—A

French Institute of Public Opinion
roveals that 42 per cent of the per.
sons intervogated expect A war

-l cent. expected a war by 1970,
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